
 
 
 

CEREMONIES WITHIN YOUR CEREMONY 
 
 
Rose Ceremony – for Mothers, Family, Friends 

 

One form of Rose Ceremony has the Bride and Groom each giving their mothers (or 

parents or grandparents, etc.) a single rose to symbolize gratitude for all that these 

people have done for them; or symbolizing the giving of gifts to welcome the new 

family members. Many times, this ceremony is not discussed by anyone except the 

Bride and Groom (and necessary vendors). Unexpected gestures don’t appear staged. 

Rose Ceremonies are especially sweet and memorable when they surprise the Moms.  

 

You may choose to write your sentiments, rolled up like scrolls, and attach these to 

the roses with a ribbon. In such letters you can tell your mothers much more than the 

officiant can reasonably announce. The Rose Ceremony can be adapted for children 

and other family situations as well. For a very small wedding, the Bride might give a 

rose to each of her guests. 
 

We generally do the Rose Ceremony in an extemporaneous fashion, but it’s helpful to 

have some idea from each of you regarding particular emphases. Consider the 

following: 
 

Often it’s best to do this right after welcoming your guests to the wedding [it also can 

be done right after a unity candle ceremony]. Then the officiant says something 

similar to: 
 

What is occurring today cannot be separated from the blessings that have 

preceded it.  (Saying Groom’s name) and (Saying Bride’s name) have been loved 

by, and have learned from, their mothers. In large part, that love lit the paths that 

brought them here today. Now as they begin a new journey, walking together, 

relying upon one another, they gratefully remember their past. We therefore open 

this ceremony giving honor to the women who prepared (Saying Groom’s name) 

and (Saying Bride’s name) to become Bride and Groom. 

 

There are many other ways to introduce the Rose Ceremony, taking into account 

varied family situations including remembrance of the deceased. We will discuss these 

with you and follow your direction. We are practiced at making this a joyful moment 

even though you may fear that it might be difficult or sad. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

You may choose to give a rose to your mother. In that case we encourage you to 

whisper words of gratitude into her ear. Or you may choose to give a rose to your 

partner’s mother and thank her for raising the child who now and forever will be your 

spouse. 
 

After you’ve had opportunity to present the flowers and embrace your mothers, you 

can walk quickly back to your wedding positions or, while still standing beside your 

mothers (who may be standing at their chair or seated in it, whichever happens 

naturally), we can read a tribute of your choice, such as a portion of Proverbs 31 or: 
 

Thank you for your love throughout the years. 

How else could we become what we’ve become? 

All your plans and hopes and even your tears; 

Our going is brightened by where we are from. 

Know that we are grateful for your love. 

Your hard work is mirrored now in ours. 

On you our marriage will shine. 

Underneath our unity, 

We remember your strength. 


